FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

CAN I GET A DRIVER’S LICENSE WHILE IN PLACEMENT? IF SO, WHO CAN ASSIST WITH MY
DRIVER’S EDUCATION?
Individual counties maintain their own polices and procedures regarding if and when a youth may receive
driver’s education and/or a driver’s license. If you do not know your county’s policy please request this information from your caregiver and/or caseworker.

DO I RECEIVE AN ALLOWANCE WHILE IN PLACEMENT?

You are allowed to receive an allowance while in placement unless your case plan indicates otherwise.
However substitute caregivers are just like birth families in that some may provide allowance to the youth
that they provide care of and some may not. Speak to your caregiver about receiving an allowance. If some
youth in your home receive an allowance and you do not, then speak to your caseworker about this issue.

WHAT IS PERMANENCY PLANNING?
A PCSA is required to develop a plan with you and your family that outlines how your case may be closed or
how you will be reunified with your family. This is typically completed in the form of a case plan. For a youth
under the custody of a PCSA one aspect of permanency planning is concurrent planning. Concurrent
planning means that as the agency works towards reunification between you and your family they must also
explore other forms of permanency for you, such as custody to a relative, adoption or independent living, in
the event that your family is unable to complete the activities necessary for reunification. Permanency
planning is important because a youth should know what the future holds for them and what they can
expect.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I RUN AWAY?
Running away is sometimes called AWOLing by PCSAs. Running away is often defined as leaving your
placement setting without permission. If you run away you may not be able to return to your past placement
and may need to be placed in a more secure placement which may be locked. It could also mean that the
local juvenile court may issue a warrant for your arrest. You may be placed in a juvenile detention center.
Additionally running away places youth at risk for both sexual and physical abuse and even death.

DO I HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE?
The PCSA will ensure that a youth has medical insurance when they are under the custody of a PCSA.
Typically this medical insurance is funded through the state and is called Medicaid. Youth in Ohio, who were
under the custody of a PCSA at the age of 18, are eligible to receive this medical insurance until they reach
the age of 21. For more information, see page 10.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
CAN I HAVE A SOCIAL LIFE?
Youth are encouraged to maintain their relationships with their friends and family members when under the
custody of a PCSA. However when a youth is under the custody of a PCSA there may be restrictions
regarding how this contact may occur and it may need to be supervised. This is typically outlined in your case
plan. PCSAs will typically provide a substitute caregiver with a list of people who are approved to have
contact with a youth. PCSAs, due to state rules, typically cannot allow a youth under their custody to have
unsupervised contact with an adult who has not completed the necessary background checks. Additionally if
a youth wants to spend the night at that adult’s home the PCSA may need to complete a home study on that
home. Caregivers are required to know where you are at all times and who you are spending your time with. It
is important to communicate to your caregivers your desires and plans regarding your social life.

CAN I WORK WHILE I AM IN FOSTER CARE?
Youth in foster care are allowed to work if they comply with state law and have the permission of their
caregivers and/or their PCSA. In the state of Ohio youth under the age of 14 may not be employed, youth 14
and older may be employed with certain restrictions. Employers require youth to provide documentation
called a Work Permit which is proof that a youth has received permission from their caregiver to work. In
order to apply for your Work Permit you must bring your birth certificate, your social security card and a letter
from a doctor indicating that you are healthy enough to work. Ask your caregiver where one applies for Work
Permit in your county.
WHAT DOCUMENTS SHOULD I HAVE WHEN I TURN 18?

A youth should be provided with their birth certificate and social security card. A youth should be provided
their Life Book. They should also have either a Driver’s License (if applicable) or a state identification card. A
youth may also be provided their medical insurance card. Individual counties may also provide additional
documents. Speak with you caseworker to find out more.

HOW DO I ADDRESS PROBLEMS WITH MY SOCIAL WORKER OR FOSTER PARENT?
It’s always best to first attempt to discuss any concerns or issues directly with your social worker and/or foster
parent. Open communication is often a key to successful relationships. If you have attempted to discuss a
problem with either your foster parent or social worker and feel that it has not been resolved the next best
thing is to discuss the problem with another team member. You may want to consider asking to have one
team member (such as your social worker) be present when discussing a concern with another team member
(such as your foster parent). Youth should ask for a meeting to occur with their team members if they feel
that it’s necessary. Also check out page 6 for more information regarding what to do if you feel your concerns
or issues are not being taken seriously.

DOES MY PCSA PAY FOR COLLEGE OR TECHNICAL SCHOOL?
A PCSA will not typically pay for college or technical school. The PCSA may assist with the purchase or provide certain items to support the transition of a youth to a college or technical school. Youth are encouraged
to complete a FAFSA (see definition) application in order to obtain financial aid for college or technical school.
Youth may also apply for ETV (see definition) funds to help cover some of the cost of being in school.
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GLOSSARY
ADOPTION: when the court grants the rights, responsibilities and legal relationship of a youth to new parent(s). This can
only occur if either the birth parents agree to the adoption or if their legal rights have been terminated by juvenile court. If a
youth is 12 or older they will be asked by a judge if they want to they agree to being adopted.
ADVOCACY: the act of giving support on behalf of another. Many people involved in the child welfare system work as
advocates for children and their families or will advocate on behalf of youth’s special interest.
AFTERCARE SERVICES: services provided to a youth or family upon a child’s return home. These services are supposed
to support reunification and assist in maintaining the child in the home.
AGING OUT: the act of reaching an age at which you no longer need to be under the custody of a PCSA. This is age is
typically 18 however some counties may maintain custody of a youth beyond age 18 if the youth has not received their
high school education or have extenuating circumstances.
AWOL: Absence without Leave—a term used to refer to a youth who has run away and would include leaving your
placement without permission.
BIRTH OR BIOLOGICAL PARENT: a term used to refer to the mother who gave birth to a youth and the man who
fathered them
CASEWORKER: an individual who is employed by the PCSA to work with children and families who have open cases with
the PCSA.
CASE PLAN: a written document developed by a PCSA for a youth and their family that outlines the activities that they all
must complete in order for the child welfare case to close or for the youth to be returned home. The case plan should
indicate who must complete what activity and how long they have to accomplish that activity.
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT: punishing a child by utilizing physical discipline such as spanking, whipping or beating
COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE/CASA: volunteers, who typically work in conjunction with an attorney, to
represent the best interests of a youth in juvenile court. Similar to a Guardian Ad Litem.
DETENTION CENTER: a place where a youth may await an adjudicatory hearing. There are 40 juvenile detention centers
in Ohio.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING VOUCHER (ETV) PROGRAM: a federal program for youth who have aged out of the foster
care system which provides them with financial assistance if they are pursuing further education or vocational training.
EMANICIPATION: a youth who has the legal rights of an adult. In the state of Ohio there is not a legal process for a youth
under the age of 18 to become emancipated.
FAFSA: the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. This form is used by youth to apply for federal aid to attend college
and/or vocational schools.
FOSTER CARE WORKER: typically a licensed social worker assigned to work with a foster family on issues related to
being foster parents and providing care for foster youth. Foster care workers assist in ensuring that foster parents comply
with the rules of fostering.
FOSTER PARENT: an adult guardian to who one or more youth have been legally entrusted. A Foster parent must
complete standardized training and become licensed in order to provide care for youth. Foster parents may receive a per
diem in order to provide care for the youth.
GUARDIAN AD LITEM: an attorney appointed by the court to represent the best interests of a child in the courtroom,
sometimes referred to as a child’s voice in the courtroom.
IMMUNIZATIONS: shots, typically provided to children under the age of five, to protect them from various childhood
diseases.
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN (IEP): a plan developed by a school for a youth who receives special education
services.

21

GLOSSARY
INDEPENDENT LIVING: living arrangements in which a youth maintains their own residence in the community without the 24 hour supervision of an adult.
INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS AND ASSESSMENT: an assessment completed for youth either by one of their service
team members to determine the independent living skills a youth has and which ones they need to develop. This
assessment is a useful tool when a PCSA is planning for a youth’s future. Two types of assessments that are commonly
used is the Annie E. Casey and Daniel Memorial Tool.
INDEPENDENT LIVING WORKER: a individual, employed by a PCSA or private agency, who is assigned to work with a
foster youth in regards to independent living preparation
JUDGE/MAGISTRATE: a public officer authorized to hear and decide cases in a court of law; a magistrate charged with
the administration of justice.
LAWYER: represents a person in a legal action. A lawyer’s job is to do what the client requests within ethical and
professional guidelines. The state also has a lawyer (the prosecutor) representing their interests in the case. A lawyer is
the same as an attorney.
LIFE BOOK: a book maintained by a youth and their substitute caregivers to collect and store pictures, memories and
mementoes regarding the youth, their family and their life.
LIFE SKILLS SERVICES: services provided by either a public or private agency to assist youth, who have experienced
out of home care, to prepare for employment, college or vocational opportunities and independent living.
MEDICAID: a public health insurance plan that typically assists in paying the medical bills of children placed in foster care.
MENTOR: a wise and trusted counselor or teacher, an influential sponsor or supporter.
PATERNITY: the act of establishing oneself as father. Sometimes DNA testing is completed to determine if a person
named as a father is biologically related to a youth.
PCSA: a Public Child Service Agency which is the local agency that oversees a county’s child welfare services, which can
include preventive, foster care and adoption services. A PCSA is the agency that holds custody of a child or youth while
they are placed in foster care or an out of home setting.
PREVENTIVE SERVICES: services, typically provided in the home or the community, geared towards maintaining a child
in their own so that the family can be together.
PROBATION: if a judge or magistrate determines that a youth committed the act that he or she is being charged with they
may decide to place the youth on probation. The probation department will provide the youth with written “terms” of what a
youth must do while on probation. The youth and their family will be required to have ongoing contact with their probation
officer in order to ensure compliance.
RESPITE: licensed individuals who provide short term care of youth. Youth which are placed in foster care may sometimes
“go to respite.” This typically means they visit another foster home for a short period (a weekend, a week) until they can
return to their regular foster home. Sometimes respite is used to give both the youth and the foster parents a break from
each other.
REUNIFICATION: the act of returning a youth, who is under the custody of a PCSA, back home to their parents.
Reunification is one of the most common goals of a case plan.
SEMI-ANNUAL REVIEW: a meeting typically held every 6 months by a PCSA in order to review a youth or family’s case
plan. Family members, including youth, caseworkers, supervisors, foster parents, foster care worker and GALs are
typically invited to these meetings.
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES: additional services provided by schools to assist eligible students with their academic
work.
STIPEND: Some youth who participate in either a transitional or independent living program may receive a monthly check
to cover their expenses.
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GLOSSARY
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: an indentifying number provided by the federal government to United States citizens. This
number is often requested by employers and is needed to apply for a driver’s license and public benefits.
SOCIAL WORKER: an individual who has a bachelor or master’s degree in social work. Many individuals employed by
child welfare agencies have a degree in social work and consider themselves social workers.
SUBSTANCE ABUSE: addiction to drugs or alcohol
SUBSTITUTE CAREGIVER: a person or facility who has been designated by a PCSA to provide care for a youth who is
under the custody of the PCSA. Substitute caregivers include foster parents, relative and kinship caregivers.
TREATMENT/SERVICE PLAN: a plan developed by a therapist or clinician to address specific mental health or substance
abuse issues.
THERAPIST/ CLINICIAN: a person licensed to provide therapy to address either mental health or substance abuse
issues.
TRUNANCY: leaving school without permission and/or not attending school as required
TYPES OF SUBSTITUTE CARE SETTINGS:
EMERGENCY SHELTER CARE (ESC): A substitute care setting that provides short term care for a youth based on
their immediate needs. A youth should not reside in an ESC long term.
RELATIVE OR KINSHIP: A relative or close family friend may be approved by a PCSA to provide care for a youth.
There are typically requirements that a relative or close family friend need to complete prior to be approved for
placement.
FOSTER CARE: A family home setting in which individuals (foster parents) have completed a formal set of
trainings and met set requirements to be approved by a PCSA to provide care for youth.
TREATMENT FOSTER CARE: A family home setting in which individuals (foster parents) have completed a formal
set of specialized training and met set requirements to be approved by a PCSA to provide care for youth which
special treatment needs.
GROUP HOME: A substitute care setting where several youth may live together in a home with varying levels of
supervision.
RESIDENTIAL: A substitute care setting that provides youth with a formal structured living arrangement in which
the youth receives treatment for needs such as alcohol and drug abuse or mental health issues. Some youth may
also be placed in a residential setting due to their behavioral issues. Residential settings may be secure and/or
locked.
TRANSITIONAL LIVING: a substitute care setting in which several youth reside together and prepare for their
transition to independent living along with the support and assistance of adults.
INDEPENDENT LIVING: Youth who have met specific requirements of a PCSA may reside in their own apartment
under the supervision and guidance of the PCSA.
VISITATION PLAN: the plan that is developed between PCSAs, youth in foster care and their family determining how
often and how long visits will occur. The plan also typically addresses where the visits will occur, who may visit and if the
visits need to be supervised.
WORK PERMIT: a required form for minors to be able to work. It states that a youth is old enough to work and can be
obtained through a school.
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OHIO & NATIONAL RESOURCES
COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS AND HOUSING IN OHIO: COHHIO supports a range of housing assistance services
in Ohio, including homeless prevention, emergency shelters, transitional housing and permanent affordable housing with
linkages to support services, as needed. Helping hundreds of housing organizations and homeless service providers
pursue their missions, COHHIO provides public policy advocacy, training and technical assistance, research and public
education. www.cohhio.org
FOSTER CARE ALUMNI OF AMERICA, OHIO CHAPTER: The statewide chapter of the Foster Care Alumni of America,
a national organization which was established with support of Casey Family Programs to connect alumni and transform the
child welfare system. www.fcaa-oh.org
FOSTER CLUB: A national network for young people in foster care, a peer support network, which opens the way for
young people to transform their own lives. www.fosterclub.com
MEDICAID CONSUMER HOTLINE: (800) 324-8680 or http://jfs.ohio.gov/OHP.
MOCKINGBIRD SOCIETY: An independent, non-profit organization that is dedicated to improving the safety, quality of life
and future of children and adolescents living in the foster care/group home system nationwide.
www.mockingbirdsociety.org
www.mymissiontransition.org: A website empowering independence and adulthood by providing information to youth
transitioning from foster care regarding: education, finances, citizenship, employment, housing, and various other topics.
NATIONAL INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSOCIATION: NILA is a grassroots organization that is committed to enhancing the
futures of young people by promoting quality services for our must vulnerable and valuable population; its youth.
www.nilausa.org
NATIONAL RUNAWAY SWITCHBOARD: 1-800-621-4000 (1-800-RUNAWAY)
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE: 1-800-273-8255 (1-800-273-TALK) or 1-800-784-2433 (1-800-SUICIDE)
OHIO ASSOCIATION OF CHILD CARE AGENCIES: OACCA is a statewide network of public and private child and family
serving agencies that represents member interests to the Ohio General Assembly and other areas of the state
government. www.oacca.org
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ADDICTION SERVICES: Provides statewide leadership for alcohol and
other drug addiction prevention and treatment services. www.odadas.state.oh.us
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES: Develops and oversees programs that provide health care,
employment and economic assistance, child support and services to families and children. www.jfs.ohio.gov
OHIO FAMILY CARE ASSOCIATION: Serves as the statewide voice for resource families, uniting the voices of children
and families involved in adoptive, foster, kinship and respite care. www.ofcaonline.org
OHIO INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSOCIATION: OHILA exists to provide leadership, advocacy, training and networking
opportunities for Independent Living programs and youth throughout the state of Ohio. This professional support is
committed in serving and preparing Ohio’s youth for Independent Living and transitioning into adulthood. www.ohila.org
ORPHAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA: A national organization focusing on education, support, and workforce
development for youth aging out of the foster care system. www.orphan.org
PUBLIC CHILDREN SERVICES ASSOCIATION OF OHIO: A coalition of public children services agencies that promotes
child safety, family stability and community strength. www.pcsao.org
RAPE, ABUSE, AND INCEST NATIONAL NETWORK: 1-800-656-4673 (1-800-656-HOPE)
TRANSITION CLUB: A comprehensive, youth oriented site with information, advice, interactive features and a useful
glossary of foster care terms. www.transition.fosterclub.com
www.YouthComm.org: Publisher of Represent, a monthly magazine for youth in care, written and edited by youth.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
MOTHER:

INDEPENDENT LIVING WORKER:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

FATHER:

ADULT SUPPORTER:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

SOCIAL WORKER’S NAME:

MENTOR:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

SOCIAL WORKER’S SUPERVISOR’S NAME:

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

THERAPIST/ CLINICIAN’S NAME:

ETV COORDINATOR:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

CASA/ GAL’S NAME:

SOMEONE I CAN TRUST:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER:

SOMEONE I CAN TRUST:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email

DENTIST:

SOMEONE I CAN TRUST:

Address
Phone Number
Email

Address
Phone Number
Email
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